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Lines waiting for an occasion to make a graceful departure
as so many fancied, but waiting the opportunity to strike.
Waiting as ever for the psychological moment, until his adver-
sary, tiring of starvation, should commence that retreat
which was to be the signal for the Allies' spring forward.
And with that strange prophetic vision, with which the gods
had equipped him for his military career, he even foretold
the time of that retreat.   " They will march in March," * he
stated one day at. the dinner-table before his sceptical guests
none of whom believed that such a thing was possible.      '
Yet so it was, and the stirrings of spring saw also the
stirring of the Allied armies, as rested and refreshed and full
of new vigour they were led by their Chief into active warfare
again.

1 Macfarlane, p. 91.
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